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President's Message

Welcome to spring, and to the April 2017 edition of VMF's
eNewsletter! 

VMF is proud to be supporting one of our key partners and
supporters, VCA Animal Hospital of Alexandria, in the upcoming
Alexandria Love Your Pet Day.  Read about this fun event in
the article below, and we hope to see you there!

VMF welcomes canine therapy volunteer Danielle Alexander
in her new role as VMF's Coordinator for Canine Therapy.  Read
about Danielle and this exciting initiative in the article below.

A hearty thank you to Sue and Sierra Hauff, the mother - daughter team that
courageously tackled the Appalachian Trail this spring in a walk to benefit VMF -
we hope you saw their posts on Facebook! These incredible ladies hiked more than 200
miles on the Trail, even experiencing an early spring snowfall in North Carolina, before
medical issues caused an unfortunate early termination of their walk. THANK YOU Sue
and Sierra, and we trust that you have fully recovered.

Ken Dowd
President/CEO
Major General (R)  
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2017 Alexandria Love Your Pet Day Block Party

VMF is excited to participate in this fun community event and invites you to join us!
Taking place Sunday, April 23, from 11am to 2pm, the Love Your Pet Block Party will
feature food trucks, demonstrations, children's entertainment, vendors, and more -
fun for the whole family, and leashed pets are welcome!



Danielle and Lance

The Block Party will take place in the two blocks of
Colvin and Duke Streets, between Roth Street and
South Quaker Lane (across from the Alexandria
Commons Shopping Center), and will 'kick-off' at
11am in the Wholistic Hound Academy parking lot at
18 Roth Street.  Event parking will be in the Bishop
Ireton High School lower parking lot (directly across
Duke Street). The Block Party kick-off will be hosted
by local veterinarian celebrity, Dr. Katy Nelson,
with Alexandria City Mayor Allison Silberberg
on-hand to announce the official Love Your Pet Day
proclamation.

A ribbon cutting ceremony will follow the proclamation, opening the Block Party route
where participants can meet and interact with local organizations, perform activities, or
learn a fact for a stamp in your passport  - the first 100 completed passports receive a
free gift bag!  Block Party activities will include dog freestyle dancing, pet photos,
Alexandria Police K-9 demonstrations, nail trimming seminars, treat taste tests,
and more!

Come and join us for what promises to be a fun day in the City of Alexandria - we
hope to see you there!
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Meet Danielle Alexander, VMF Coordinator for Canine Therapy

Using qualified canines for therapy work has always
been part of VMF's mission, and VMF is pleased to
welcome Danielle Alexander as Coordinator for
Canine Therapy.  In this capacity, Danielle will
develop and oversee VMF's plan to identify qualified
canine therapy teams and build relationships with
health care practitioners in the local area to use
these therapy teams in animal assisted therapy. 
VMF does not train or register canine therapy teams
but uses teams registered by outside canine therapy
organizations, such as Pet Partners and the Alliance
of Therapy Dogs, to work in clinical or occupational
therapy environments.  As part of VMF's Service
Dog in Training program, our canines will also be
tested and registered for therapy.  They will be
observed and assessed in a variety of therapy
environments as part of the information gathered to
help match our Service Dogs in Training with the
appropriate veteran applicants.

Danielle and her therapy dog, Lance, currently serve as one of VMF's canine therapy
teams.  They were introduced to VMF through a USO event and bring to VMF a wealth of
volunteer experience.  A native of Florida, Danielle holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
chemical engineering and a Master of Business Administration.  She currently works for
Hilton Worldwide, a company she says has "a big heart for veterans."  In Danielle's
words: " I look forward to heading up this canine therapy initiative and working closely
with Michele Khol and Donna Dorula as we finish fleshing out this new project plan ... I
have no doubt that [of the volunteer roles I have taken on], it will be the most challenging
and the most rewarding."  Thank you, Danielle, for leading this exciting initiative!
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Therapy Dog Lance

Donna and Vincent

Donna and Vincent

"It takes a village:" Meet Donna Dorula, Veteran Puppy Raiser
and VMF Volunteer

Donna Dorula is among VMF's most experienced puppy raisers, working most
recently with Service Dog in Training Vincent.  Having raised many service dogs for
another organization before joining VMF, Donna is now considering canine therapy work:

                                                   By Donna Dorula

"I love everything about puppy raising for VMF! I
love discovering who a puppy is and building on
his strengths. I love the challenge of helping a
puppy overcome his weaknesses. I love the
camaraderie among the raisers and trainers. I
love going to events and talking to people about
the work VMF does. I especially love seeing
that our puppies (my puppies!) are changing
the lives of their veterans!

Service Dog in Training Vincent is the third VMF, and
twelfth overall, service dog I have raised.  I learn so much
from raising each dog because each is unique and truly perfect
in his own way. Vincent is very special to me because he has
such a joyful spirit.  He has brought so much fun into my family!
He also has great empathy and is an expert at reading people's
emotions.  He senses things in me even before I do.  He always
knows just what to do to make me feel better - whether to give a
heavy lean, be there for a hug or do some antic to make me
laugh.  He is a great 'best friend' kind of dog.  I have enjoyed
the challenge of preparing Vincent for both canine therapy
and service dog work, as he would be well suited for this
dual role. 

So on to the next puppy for me once Vincent moves on? Yes and no.  Through VMF, I
found I love doing therapy with my dogs. With that in mind, I have just gotten my own
puppy, Buddy, and am raising him for therapy work. I am looking forward to helping
Danielle Alexander, our new Coordinator for Canine Therapy, and then bringing Buddy
on board when is old enough to do therapy."
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VMF is proud to have earned the GuideStar Exchange Gold Logo as a
symbol of our commitment to transparency and accountability. We
encourage you to visit our GuideStar profile.

WATCH OUR DOGS GROW ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Donate dog supplies on our Amazon Wish List.
Shop Amazon Smile to benefit Veterans Moving Forward, Inc.

Make a tax-deductible donation.

Veterans Moving Forward, 44225 Mercure Circle, Suite 130, Dulles, VA 20166
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