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Cocktails with Canines Wrap Up

Message from the President

Welcome to the November 2016 edition of our
Newsletter.

Thank you to all our sponsors, donors, volunteers
and guests for attending the 2016 Cocktails with
Canines. We shared a wonderful evening of
celebration and camaraderie at the Tysons
Crowne Plaza, and very much appreciate the
continued support of our sponsors, donors
and volunteers! Read more about the evening in
our Featured Event article.

On behalf of VMF's Board of Directors, Staff, Volunteers and canines I wish each
and every one of you a blessed and happy Thanksgiving!

Our critical need (and search) for new puppy raisers continues. If you are
interested in becoming a puppy raiser, or know someone who is, please contact
Michele Khol, Director of Canine Operations at mkhol@vetsfwd.org.

Ken Dowd
President/CEO
Major General (R)
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VMF's Canine Training and Veteran Support Center



Since its Grand Opening this past July, our
Center in Dulles has become the epicenter
of VMF's operations, ADIT training, Veteran
interviewing and training, and general VMF
planning and meeting activities. In short,
our Center has proven to be the valuable
asset it was envisioned to be, and we continue
to make improvements in the Center's
capabilities and how we use this tremendous
asset. Current improvement initiatives include
the addition of an ADA-compliant door opener
that will be used to incorporate automatic door
opener skills into our ADIT training program,
and the addition of acoustic tiles on the
Center's interior walls to improve the sound
quality throughout the Center.

Our trainers and puppy raisers love the consistent training environment of the
Center, as well as the great variety of training aids and capabilities we are able to
provide within the Center. Our ADITs love the clean, consistent environment
(their home away from home), as well as the spacious and safe area for
their use during 'free time'.

From a Veteran perspective, our Center has
proven to be the quiet, secluded environment
envisioned for meeting with Veterans who have
applied for a VMF service dog. It is a terrific
venue and location for conducting the Veteran
interviews, Veteran and ADIT meet and greets,
and Veteran training that are so important to the
successful placement of VMF service dogs with
their Veteran partners.

A huge thank you to the VMF visionaries with the foresight to plan for the
Center, the Board of Directors for supporting and approving the Center, and
the many volunteers who worked so hard to make the vision a reality. Our
Canine Training and Veteran Support Center makes a positive difference every
day in the success of VMF's mission and in the lives of the Veterans we serve.
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Thanksgiving Message

November is a special month. With what seems like the flip of a switch, trees are
golden and the air is crisp. This change of seasons can evoke strong
memories. So it is fitting that both Veterans Day and Thanksgiving fall in
November. 

Earlier in the month we celebrated our sixth Cocktails with Canines charity event.
The evening was a great success and you can read more below. It is more than
appropriate at this time of year for VMF to be mindful of and thankful for our
volunteers who help us with events like this and our donors supporters, who make



what we do possible. 

This past week we celebrated Veterans Day.
Since remembering veterans and doing our
best to serve them is our "raison d'etre," it is
always a special day for us. 

So as we approach Thanksgiving Day, we
reflect and remember. VMF remembers and
thanks everyone who helps us in our
mission: our volunteers and staff the
breeders and  veterinarians who keep our
ADITs healthy, the trainers who help keep
our veterans and their service dogs 'on their
game', our puppy raisers and sitters, our
nation's Veterans and the active duty
service members who continue to protect and serve our country. Last, but not
least, we are thankful for man's best friend, our dogs, for their loyalty, intelligence
and healing powers.
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Volunteer Highlight: John and Donna Hall

John and Donna give a big shout-out to
Michele Khol for recruiting them four
years ago to become Puppy Raisers for
Veterans Moving Forward. The Halls had
previously worked with Michele as volunteer
puppy raisers for Guiding Eyes for the Blind,
raising five labs to become service dogs
with that organization. When Michele
became Director of Canine Operations for
VMF, the Halls (John is a U.S. Army
veteran) found it to be a very easy, and
positive transition to put their experience to
good use for veterans needing service dogs
to help them "move forward" in their lives.

The Halls were paired with ADIT Jug, a yellow Labrador retriever in 2012 when he
was eight weeks old.  "Working with Jug was a constant challenge, due to his
high intelligence and energy level" said the Halls, adding that they never doubted
he would be a successful service dog for a veteran with disabilities.  At two years
of age, Jug finished his training with the Halls and was matched with Veteran
Rachael. The two of them were a "perfect fit" says Rachael, and for the past two
years dog and veteran have become an effective working team. As a bonus, say
the Halls, "we have developed a close and continuing friendship with Rachael,
and stay closely attuned to their life together.....a very special gift that keeps on
giving, to us".

The Halls work as active volunteers for the Canine Operations Team in two
important areas:  the continuing training of VMF's ADITs as they are prepared
with advanced skills tailored to the specific needs of their veteran partners-to-be,
and in the ongoing work of recruiting volunteer puppy raisers. Donna helps



Michele in processing, briefing and generally evaluating candidates for puppy
raising roles, including extensive interviews and home visits, all done to ensure
that potential raisers are aware of and prepared for the practical demands of
puppy raising and the joys of such work. Think of raising a child from "cradle to 18
years of age, but over less than two years time, on a 24/7 basis" says Donna.

The Halls say the question they are most often asked by potential raisers is "isn't
it hard to give them up?". They answer: "When you see the joy these dogs bring
to their veterans, and the ability they have to genuinely give them a new and
more independent life, you only wish we could somehow produce more service
dogs, more quickly, because the need is so great!"

The Halls are retired from the federal government after serving in seven different
countries.  They have two grown children and three grandchildren.
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Cocktails with Canines 

On Saturday, 5 November, Veterans Moving
Forward conducted its annual celebration and
charity event Cocktails with Canines!  Almost
200 people attended, including veterans and
their VMF service dogs, our puppy raisers
and trainers and our current group of six
Assistance Dogs in Training (ADITs), our
Board of Directors and staff, and the
wonderful supporters, donors and sponsors
that enable VMF's success in providing
service dogs and canine therapy services to
Veterans.

The highlight of the evening was the video, "A Service
Dog and His Veteran, produced by Jasmine Cen and
Yunfei Zhao, followed by veteran Maureen Normann
and her service dog, Prince.  Maureen shared her
personal story in a comedy routine she developed
while attending Comedy Bootcamp in March 2016. 
The past eight months have been a comedy show
whirlwind for Maureen, as she has had the
opportunity to share what she learned at Comedy
Bootcamp in a variety of venues with fellow Veterans. 
Just a few days prior to Cocktails with Canines
attendees, Maureen performed at 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue!

During the evening's program, we highlighted VMF's accomplishments during the
past year to include the opening of our new Canine Training and Veteran Support
Center - a key milestone which will enable VMF to support more veterans in the
coming years.

Thank you to our event sponsors for supporting Cocktails with Canines: The
Prufeta Family, two Anonymous Sponsors, Capital Bank, Casey Coane, Atlas
Research, growth[period], Freedom Bank, Navy Federal Credit Union, Susan



Duncan Realtor, VCA Alexandria Animal
Hospital, Marsh, and Santos, Postal &
Company P.C.

A special thank you to our donors, whose
steadfast support since VMF's founding has
allowed VMF to continue providing truly life
changing and life saving services to our
Nation's veterans.  Two of our long-time
donors and corporate supporters, Pamela Hormell from TRAX International, and
Derek Marchman from Kappa Sigma National Fraternity, presented donation
checks during the evening's program and spoke to the audience about their
commitment to veterans and giving back, and their support of VMF.

Finally, thank you to the VMF volunteers
who spent months preparing for Cocktails
with Canines and to those that supported
the event on Nov 5th, and to our emcee
for the evening, Jonathan Elias from
ABC7/WJLA-TV, our musical guests, The
Outpatients, Shelley Castle who has
provided the beautiful photographs of
VMF's canines over the years and event
photographers Sandrah Pederson, Jerry
Smith, and Brittany Oliver.
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Upcoming Events

2016 Kappa Sigma Champion's Weekend. VMF has
been invited to participate in this annual gathering of
representatives for Kappa Sigma chapters from across
the United States on Saturday, 19 November in
Charlottesville, Virginia. Kappa Sigma's Military
Heroes Campaign has been a key donor and
supporter of VMF for several years. This event
provides VMF the opportunity to meet and talk with
Kappa Sigma officers and staff as well as the chapter
representatives. 

VMF will be represented by Mike Dorula, Blake Myers, Donna Dorula &
Vincent, Dana Richardson & Eagle and Danielle Alexander & Lance.

Church of the Holy Comforter, Pennywise Jewelry Sale.
The Pennywise Organization determined to provide all the profits
from their November estate jewelry sale to VMF. VMF members
Michele Khol & Dutch and Mike Turner & Josh will represent VMF
at this fundraising sale on 20 November at the Church of the Holy
Comforter in Vienna.
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Update on Recent Events  

The Square Plate Project Fundraiser.
VMF partnered with Artful Dimensions

Gallery, a nonprofit gallery in
Fredericksburg, Virginia whose mission is
to promote understanding and
appreciation of three-dimensional arts, in
co-sponsoring The Square Plate Project
from August thru October.  During this
time period experienced and novice
artists and dog lovers purchased a blank
square plate, took it home and turned it
into a unique work of art. 

Artful Dimensions kicked off The Square Plate Project Show at their gallery on
Friday, 4 November as part of Fredericksburg First Friday. Thanks to VMF
members Mike Turner & Josh, Tangy Mooney & Napper and Blake Myers for
representing VMF!  The Square Plate Project Show runs through 27 November -
Artful Dimensions is donating $10 from the purchase of each plate, plus 15% of
the sale price for each plate sold during The Square Plate Project Show to
VMF. Thank you Artful Dimensions Gallery for your support of VMF!

George Mason University (GMU)
Veteran Resource Center. GMU
conducted its inaugural Veteran Resource
Center event hosted by the GMU's Military
Services office on 9 November. The event,
conducted at GMU's Fairfax Campus, was
designed to provide GMU veteran students
with knowledge of the resources available
to them. We were delighted to be invited to
participate in this veteran-focused event,
and to have the opportunity to inform
attending veterans about VMF, our mission
and services offered, and how they can
connect with VMF.

Thank you GMU, and Beryl Brodsky, Donna Dorula & Vincent and Rachel
Carrig & Finn for 
representing VMF so well!

FHWA Veteran Day Commemoration. VMF participated in the Veterans Day
commemoration held in FHWA's Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division in
Sterling - the office where VMF's own Leanne Siegfried works - on 9 November.
VMF was ably represented by Leanne, Michele Khol, Randi DeWeese &
Albie, Mike Turner & Josh, Nancy Tang & Kirby and Suzanne Ager. Thank



you VMF Team and FHWA!

City of Manassas
Veterans' Day Parade.
For the second
consecutive year VMF
participated in the City of
Manassas Annual
Veterans' Day Parade on
Saturday, 12 November.
Parade participants
included our own 'VMF
Float' and many of our
volunteers, ADITs and
Therapy Dog Teams. Thank you Jodi and Jen Hamilton, Leann Seigfried,
Mike Dorula, Suzanne Ager, Donna Dorula & Vincent, Randi DeWeese &
Albie, Mike Turner & Josh, Joe Hurst & Finn, Nancy Tang & Kirby, and Josh
and Jill Baker!

CrossFit Hardshells Fundraiser - Sweat for Vets. VMF
members Blake Myers and Danielle Alexander & Lance
participated in a fundraiser to benefit VMF, organized by
Avery Apatoff, daughter of Kappa Sigma member Adam
Apatoff, on 12 November in Gaithersburg, Maryland.
Thank you Avery and CrossFit Hardshells for your
support of VMF!
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VMF is proud to have earned the GuideStar Exchange Gold Logo as a
symbol of our commitment to transparency and accountability. We
encourage you to visit our GuideStar profile.



WATCH OUR DOGS GROW ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Donate dog supplies on our Amazon Wish List.
Shop Amazon Smile to benefit Veterans Moving Forward, Inc.

Make a tax-deductible donation.

Veterans Moving Forward, 909 N. Washington Street, Suite 410, Alexandria, VA 22314
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