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Check in With Our ADITs (Assistance Dogs in Training)

Message from the President

Fall is officially here - the chill in the air, cooler
temperature and falling leaves prove it! Welcome to the
October 2016 edition of our Newsletter. This issue
highlights our annual charity fundraising event,
Cocktails with Canines, on 5 November at the Tysons
Crowne Plaza, at 1960 Chain Bridge Road in McLean,
Virginia. Read about CWC 2016, and please join us on
5 November for what promises to be a terrific
evening of celebration and camaraderie.

Read about the great work being done by our Canine
Team and the progress of our ADITs, including new member Albie, in our ADIT Update.

Our critical need (and search) for new puppy raisers continues. If you are interested
in becoming a puppy raiser, or know someone who is, please contact Michele Khol,
Director of Canine Operations at mkhol@vetsfwd.org.

Ken Dowd
President/CEO
Major General (R)
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Cocktails with Canines (CWC) 



ADIT VincentADIT Finn

VMF's 2016 Cocktails with Canines is one week away - we
hope you are planning to join us for this annual
celebration and charity event, being held this year at the
Tysons Crowne Plaza (1960 Chain Bridge Road in
McLean, Virginia) on Saturday, November 5th from 6 pm
to 9pm. Our Master of Ceremonies for the evening will be
WJLA-TV 7's Jonathan Elias.

Cocktails with Canines provides the opportunity to network
with colleagues from the military and private sectors, meet VMF's leaders and volunteers,
meet some of our veterans and their service dogs, our Assistance Dogs in Training
(ADITs) and their raisers and trainers, and enjoy celebrating our canines' value in
significantly helping Veterans overcome physical and mental health challenges.

In addition to celebrating VMF accomplishments
during the past year, the program will include a
presentation from one of our Veterans and their
service dog that you are sure to enjoy as well as
live music by The Outpatients. We look forward
to enjoying a fun evening and celebration with our
supporters, even as we look forward to growing
and expanding our program to reach and serve
more veterans in the future.

Cocktails with Canines will feature heavy hors
d'oeuvres and cocktails, silent auction items, and drawings for two items - two roundtrip
airfare tickets anywhere in the continental U.S. or Canada courtesy of Delta Airlines,
and a basket of choice wines. Attire is business casual. Tickets are $75 per person.
Register and purchase tickets online (tickets will also be available at the door).
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ADIT Update

Assistance Dogs in Training (ADITs) Eagle, Finn and Vincent have each recently been
matched with a Veteran candidate, and have transitioned into the final phase of their
ADIT training program. This phase focuses on training and advanced skills tailored to
their matched Veteran's home environment and assistance needs.

ADIT Eagle

Once a Veteran has been successfully interviewed and matched with one of our ADITs



Dutch practicing at
DullesKirby on the Metro

Albie working on his
recall skills

the tailored training phase begins. Based on the Veteran's unique home environment and
assistance needs, his matched ADIT's training now focuses on the specific skills needed
to help mitigate the Veteran's specific disability(ies). These skills may include anxiety
alerts, retrieving rescue medication(s) when commanded from a specific location, bracing
to assist their Veteran to get out of a chair or to stand if they fall, and leading their
Veteran out of a room if the Veteran is becoming anxious or overwhelmed. The time
required to fully hone and perfect these advanced skills for each ADIT varies, but
typically is six months.

The ADIT's raiser and our Canine Training Team devote many hours working with the
ADIT during this final training phase to ensure successful placement as a Service Dog.
VMF greatly appreciates the continued dedication of Dana and Matt Richardson, Meg
Foreman, and Donna Dorula, puppy raisers for Eagle, Finn and Vincent, during this final
training phase for their ADITs. Many thanks also to John and Donna Hall, who assist in
each ADIT's advanced skills training during the tailored training phase.

ADIT Kirby and ADIT Dutch continue
to work on their advanced skills.
Dutch recently underwent his All
About Dogs Evaluation and passed
with flying colors. Congratulations
Dutch!

VMF welcomes our newest ADIT, Albie, who is working on his
foundation skills.

Go to the VMF website to download the Puppy Raiser
Application.
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Volunteer Highlight: Randi and Steve DeWeese

Randi and Steve DeWeese first learned of VMF at
Vienna Presbyterian Church in late 2015 during a
presentation by the church's mission partners.  VMF
volunteers John & Donna Hall were present with
Prince, and Randi spoke with the Halls about
volunteering with VMF as a puppy sitter. Randi
submitted her puppy sitter/volunteer application and
subsequently attended an orientation and ADIT
training session observation.  Following the requisite
home inspection by a Canine Team member, they had
their first 'sit' for ADIT Eagle in July 2016.



Randi and Steve DeWeese
with AlbieIn August VMF had a need for someone to 'start a

puppy' for a new raiser who could accept the puppy within a few months. Randi and
Steve volunteered to fill that role and are now three weeks into life with Albie, VMF's
newest ADIT.  Randi attends ADIT training classes with Albie and works with him on skill
training at home.  Steve, who works full time, helps reinforce Albie's training at home and
shares in the walking and feeding regimens.

Steve also provided his IT technical expertise and skills to our 2016 Cocktails with
Canines (CWC) planning team, setting up the CWC online registration page and
overseeing its testing and rollout.

Randi is retired (from a career with Sallie Mae and Gammon & Gammon, PC), serves as
an elder at Vienna Presbyterian Church and, along with their dog, Fritzl, participates with
Fairfax County's Pets on Wheels program. Randi and Steve have also assisted VMF in
the transportation of ADITs to training, and the transportation of veterans to and from
Vinson Hall, which provides accommodations for out-or-area Veterans visiting VMF.

Randi and Steve have two adult children, Jack DeWeese of Arlington, VA and Kate
DeWeese of Heidelberg, Germany.

Thank you Randi and Steve for volunteering your time, talents and energy in support of
VMF and its mission!
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Upcoming Events 

The Square Plate Project Fundraiser
VMF is partnering with Artful Dimensions Gallery,
a nonprofit gallery in Fredericksburg, Virginia whose
mission is to promote understanding and appreciation
of three-dimensional arts, in co-sponsoring The
Square Plate Project from August thru October.
 During this time period experienced and novice artists
and dog lovers can purchase a blank square plate,
take it home and turn their plate into a unique works of
art - paint it, decorate it, add a collage, let your
imagination run wild.

All participants will have the option to feature their
masterpiece(s) in The Square Plate Project Show at
Artful Dimensions Gallery, 1-27 November. Just bring
your completed plate(s) to the Gallery between the
hours of 12 and 6 pm on 29, 30 or 31 October. Three
People's Choice Awards will be presented on the
Gallery's First Friday on 4 November.

Artful Dimensions is donating $10 from the
purchase of each plate, plus 15% of the sale price for each plate sold during The
Square Plate Project Show to VMF.  For artists displaying their plates for sale at the
show, there is a 30% commission on sales; however, plates do not have to be for sale to
be included in the show display. We have blank plates available at VMF - contact us if



you wish to purchase one and participate in this fundraising activity.

George Mason University (GMU) Veteran
Resource Center 
VMF will be participating in GMU's Veteran
Resource Center event hosted by the GMU
Office of Military Services on 9 November from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. The event, at GMU's
Fairfax Main Campus in Student Union 1, is
designed to provide GMU veteran students with
knowledge of the resources available to them as
veterans. We look forward to this opportunity to
collaborate with GMU and inform attending
veterans about VMF, our mission and services
offered, and how veterans can connect with
VMF.

City of Manassas Veterans' Day Parade
VMF will again be a participant in the City of
Manassas' Annual Veterans Day Parade on
Saturday, November 12th at 11:00 am in Old
Town Manassas. Our parade participation will
include our own 'VMF Float', several of our
ADITs and Therapy dogs and volunteer
marchers. Mark this event on your calendar, and
come out to honor our Nation's Veterans.
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Update on Recent Events  

Joe 15 Team
During the period 30 August - 26 September,
VMF members Mike Turner & SD Josh, Beryl
Brodsky & ADITS Eagle and Kirby and Blake
Myers provided VMF presentations to Joe 15
Team Clubs at three Manassas-area Middle
Schools: Manassas Middle School, Stonewall
Middle School and Manassas Christian School.

These teen clubs are seeking to select a local
organization to support with fundraising and other activities throughout the 2016 - 2017
school year. We are delighted to report that Manassas Middle School Joe 15 Team
Club selected VMF as their organization to support, and is developing plans for VMF
support. Some of the Club members will likely participate with VMF in the City of
Manassas Veterans Day Parade on 12 November. We are awaiting decisions from the
Stonewall Middle and Manassas Christian Schools.

Vienna Presbyterian Church (VPC) Annual Outreach Day
On Sunday, 25 September VMF's Canine Team supported VPC's Outreach during



30-minute sessions prior to each Service. VPC is one of
VMF's great supporters, providing many volunteers for VMF,
rooms for our volunteer and staff training and orientation
sessions, support and transportation for visiting veterans
during their interview process, and so much more.  Thank
you to VPC and to Michele Khol & ADIT Dutch, Donna
Dorula & /and ADIT Vincent and Mike Turner & SD Josh
for supporting VPC's Outreach Day!

Elevation Burger Fundraiser
On Wednesday, October 5th, Elevation burger in
Fairfax, Virginia conducted a fundraiser for VMF,
whereby Elevation Burger donated 10% of all
proceeds received from 5:00 - 8:00 pm to VMF. VMF
provided marketing materials for this fundraiser and a
Media Kit for Elevation Burger containing an 8 1/2 x 11
VMF table top display, VMF brochures, ADIT cards,
Puppy Raiser flyers, and a sign up sheet for use on-site
during the fundraiser.

Several VMF members, including Larry Grayer and
family, Andy Cohen and Blake Myers enjoyed partaking of the Elevation Burger
organic cuisine during the fundraiser.
Thank you Elevation Burger for your support of VMF!

Joshua's Hands Fall Festival
VMF participated in the Fall Festival in Waterford,
Virginia on October 8th. The work of Joshua's Hands is
five fold - like the fingers on your hand: Fall Festival
(annual free gift to the community), American Heritage
Education, Community Service, Teen Safe Driving and
Scholarships. Though enduring a rainy day, the VMF
team of John and Donna Hall, Robin Rohrback, Mike
Turner & SD Josh, Donna Dorula and ADIT Vincent,
Tangy Mooney and TD Napper, Jen and Jodi
Hamilton, Danielle Alexander & TD Lance and Rene
Hernandez and her sister hung in there and made
many new VMF friends in the Loudoun County -
Waterford area.
Thank you VMF team!
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VMF is proud to have earned the GuideStar Exchange Gold Logo as a
symbol of our commitment to transparency and accountability. We
encourage you to visit our GuideStar profile.

WATCH OUR DOGS GROW ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Donate dog supplies on our Amazon Wish List.
Shop Amazon Smile to benefit Veterans Moving Forward, Inc.

Make a tax-deductible donation.

Veterans Moving Forward, 909 N. Washington Street, Suite 410, Alexandria, VA 22314
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