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Catch Up with Our Canines

Message from the President

Welcome to the Fall Season and the September 2016 edition of
our Newsletter. I trust you will enjoy reading about the wonderful
things VMF and our great volunteers are doing to serve our
Nation's Veterans.

VMF was recently honored as one of the recipients of the
2016 People of Distinction Humanitarian Awards, presented
at the Rayburn Office Building on 13 September - read about this
honor in our feature story, below.

Welcome to our new puppy Albie, generously donated to VMF
by Snitker Goldens of Iowa. Read about Albie in our Canine
Update.

We are in full preparation mode for our annual celebration and charity event, Cocktails
with Canines (CWC), which will be held on 5 November at the Tysons Crowne Plaza,
located at 1960 Chain Bridge Road in McLean, Virginia. Read about CWC 2016, and
please join us on 5 November for an evening of celebration and camaraderie.

We continue to seek out new puppy raisers. If you are interested in raising one of the
amazing pups please contact Michele Khol, Director of Canine Operations at
mkhol@vetsfwd.org.

Ken Dowd
President/CEO
Major General (R)
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VMF Wins "Unsung Heroes" Award from People of Distinction
Humanitarian Foundation



On Tuesday, Sep 13, 2016, Veterans Moving Forward, Inc.
was among a dozen individuals and organizations
recognized as Unsung Heroes, receiving a 2016 People of
Distinction Humanitarian Award from the People of Distinction
Humanitarian Awards (PDHA). Radio personality and People
of Distinction Humanitarian Awards (PDHA) founder, Al Cole,
hosted the ceremony and reception at the Rayburn House
Office Building in Washington DC.

Among the 2016 PDHA award recipients were Congressman
Rob Wittman from Virginia for his efforts to "protect adopted children;" Rear Admiral
Garry Hall, President and CEO of the Association of the United States Navy; and
Samuel Cachola, Jr, co-Founder of Heroes Alliance Network whose mission is to serve
the needs of military veterans, first responders, medical professionals and the clergy.
Accepting the award on behalf of VMF was President and CEO, Ken Dowd, who shared
the tremendous and positive impact of service dogs and canine therapy services for
veterans with physical and mental health challenges. Other VMF attendees included staff
and volunteers, VMF Board members, and ADIT Vincent! Thanks to all the VMF
members who braved the Washington DC traffic to participate in the awards ceremony
and reception. In addition to witnessing VMF's award, they had the opportunity to hear
the uplifting stories of fellow 2016 PDHA Unsung Heroes award winners.

Thank you to Ken & Jennie Dowd, Lyn Sherlock, Mike and Donna Dorula & Vincent, Bob
Rosencranz, Deb Harney, Rene Hernandez, Greg Warfield, Larry Grayer, Beryl Brodsky,
and Joe Hurst for representing VMF and participating in the PDHA 2016 Awardees
Reception. Thank you PDHA and congratulations to the entire VMF Team!

THE "PEOPLE OF DISTINCTION HUMANITARIAN AWARDS"
Based on the success of his nationally
syndicated talk show "People of Distinction",
humanitarian broadcaster and "Chicken Soup
for the Soul" author, Al Cole from CBS Radio
was urged to expand his efforts. Starting out
with the establishment of his People of
Distinction Humanitarian Foundation, CEO Al
Cole, resolved to honor courageous, inspiring,
and dedicated "Unsung Heroes" who make the
world a better place through their great
humanitarian work.

Al's conviction is that by providing an opportunity for Unsung Heroes to share their stories
of courage, humility and success, we can all work together to inspire others to be
better, do better and encourage the true greatness of our Human Family!

With this inspired commitment, and with the help of our People of Distinction
Humanitarian Awards Committee, the People of Distinction Humanitarian
Awards was born!

THE "PEOPLE OF DISTINCTION COMMITTEE"
A stellar committee of dedicated, passionate professionals who have worked together to
make the People of Distinction Humanitarian Awards a reality! They are Business
Leaders, Authors, Publicists, Educators, United Nations Leaders, Doctors, Lawyers and
more.

We honor many of the world's best kept secrets: Selfless, courageous and
inspiring "Unsung Heroes" who are off of the radar screen of major media and public
attention - it's now their turn to shine! They, at last, sing their valiant songs to an
applauding mass public.



Companion Dog Mac

Mac with his raiser
Jeanette, and Mac
namesake family
member, Robin
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Canine Update 

An update on ADIT Mac
VMF obtained Mac from Cassiopeia's Golden Legacy
Kennel & Boarding In 2015 and has been in our ADIT
program ever since. In August Mac was re-designated as
a Companion Dog. True to VMF's mission, we strive to
provide each of our dogs to veterans, even if they are not
ultimately placed as a service dog with a disabled veteran.
Even though Mac's destiny was not to be a service dog, in
his new role he will be directly involved in the veteran
community and will be serving as an ambassador for VMF.
Mac was placed with a veteran, a retired Sergeant who
served in the United States Marine Corps.

Mac's veteran is an employee of Flags of Valor, a Veteran
Owned, Veteran Operated, Combat Veteran-Made
company that makes hand-crafted, wood replicas of U.S.,
Service and Unit flags. From its inception, Flags of Valor
has been driven by two distinct ideas.  First, that our
combat veterans deserve opportunity.  Second, the
belief that 'Made in America' still matters.  The majority
of their craftsmen are service-disabled veterans, many
with significant combat related injuries. You can learn
more about Flags Of Valor at flagsofvalor.com.

Mac will be accompanying his veteran to work every day,
where he will be an excellent ambassador for VMF and
help raise awareness about the benefits of service dogs for
veterans. Mac's veteran has plans to do therapy training with
Mac so together as a team they can give back to fellow
military brothers and sisters.

Mac's Veteran recently sent a note via e-mail to our Director
of Canine Operations, "Mac is doing awesome! We are loving
every minute with him! He is fitting in very well, and he is
getting our old corgi to play with him. I never thought that
would possible. He is bonding with me and Kristel too. He is
amazing all of my friends with his exceptional training. Thank
you again so much for everything!"

VMF's New Puppy
It is with great excitement and pleasure that VMF introduces the newest member of the
VMF ADIT pack, Albie - a cream color, Golden Retriever that was generously donated by
Snitker Goldens of Iowa. Albie is named after SPC Albert R. Jex, who honorably served
and gave his life while serving in Iraq. Albie is the third puppy that VMF has received
from Snitker Goldens - the first was Service Dog Prince who has been working with his
Veteran Maureen since April 2016, and the second was cousin Vincent who is currently in
the ADIT program.

We sincerely appreciate the generosity of Rhonda and Stephanie of Snitkers and their
continued support of VMF's program. They work tirelessly with all of their pups to give
them a strong foundation, and we look forward to watching this young ADIT grow. Albie
will be started by first time raiser Randi deWeese and move to his permanent raiser,
Leann Seigfried in January. Our sincere thanks to Suzanne our Assistant Trainer, who



New ADIT Albie

Betsy and Dino

traveled to Iowa to assist in the litter evaluation and
brought Albie back to Virginia.

If you are interested in raising one of the amazing pups
we bring into our program please contact Michele Khol,
Director of Canine Operations at mkhol@vetsfwd.org for
more information.

Go to the VMF website to download the Puppy Raiser
Application.
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Volunteer Highlight: Meet Betsy Abdeen 

Betsy Abdeen's love for dogs started when she was
growing up. She received her first service dog to train
when she was 13 years old from Guiding Eyes for the
Blind (GEB). After raising 11 puppies GEB, and moving 
back to the Northern Virginia area, she became a
volunteer with VMF. She has been a volunteer with VMF
since 2013, first lending her talents as an assistant
trainer and volunteering with her Therapy Dog, Dino.

As a therapy team, Betsy and Dino attended many
events and fundraisers. They visited Fort Belvoir's
hospital, several honor flights at the World War II
Memorial, veteran interviews, fundraising events,
and Cocktails with Canines.

When Service Dog Buckles was placed with his veteran, Betsy served as his trainer.
They met weekly to work on transitioning Buckles into his new home and role as a
service dog for a veteran. Their weekly training sessions helped prepare the team for the
Public Access Test, which they successfully completed after 3 months of training.

When Betsy moved out of the area, she was no longer able to volunteer in-person with
VMF. However, she continues to support the organization by managing VMF's
Facebook page, promoting events and sharing information with our followers. She
enjoys volunteering with VMF and the opportunity to raise awareness about the need for
service dogs with our nation's veterans. Betsy is the daughter of Michele (VMF's Director
of Canine Operations) and Curt Khol.
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Cocktails with Canines is Almost Here! 

2016 Cocktails with Canines (CWC)
Veterans Moving Forward, Inc. (VMF) welcomes the
public to join us at Cocktails with Canines, our annual
celebration and charity event to be held this year at the
Tysons Crowne Plaza (1960 Chain Bridge Road in
McLean, Virginia) on Saturday, November 5th from 6
pm to 9 pm. Our Master of Ceremonies for the evening
will be WJLA-TV 7's Jonathan Elias.

Cocktails with Canines provides attendees an
opportunity to network with colleagues from the military and private sector, meet VMF's
leaders, volunteer team, and Assistance Dogs in Training (ADITs) and their puppy raisers



and trainers, and enjoy celebrating our canines' value in significantly helping Veterans
overcome physical and/or mental health challenges. The evening's program will reflect on
VMF's accomplishments over the past year and acknowledge the continued dedication,
hard work, and support of our volunteers, sponsors and donors who work so hard to
achieve VMF's mission and vision. We look forward to celebrating VMF's successes and
program highlights with our supporters, even as we look forward to growing and
expanding our program to reach and serve more veterans in the future.

Cocktails with Canines will feature heavy hors d'oeuvres and cocktails, auction items,
and raffle for two roundtrip airfare tickets anywhere in the continental U.S. or Canada
courtesy of Delta Airlines (valued at up to $2000). Attire is business casual. Tickets are
$75 per person. Corporate and individual sponsorship packages are available, and
include additional tickets. Register and purchase tickets at
bit.ly/CocktailsWithCanines (tickets will also be available at the door).
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More Upcominig Events 

The Square Plate Project Fundraiser VMF is partnering
with Artful Dimensions Gallery, a nonprofit gallery in
Fredericksburg, Virginia whose mission is to promote
understanding and appreciation of three-dimensional arts, in
co-sponsoring The Square Plate Project from August thru
October.  During this time period experienced and novice
artists and dog lovers can purchase a blank square plate,
take it home and turn their plate into a unique works of art -
paint it, decorate it, add a collage, let your imagination run
wild.

All participants will have the option to feature their masterpiece(s) in The Square Plate
Project Show at Artful Dimensions Gallery, 1-27 November. Just bring your completed
plate(s) to the Gallery between the hours of 12 and 6 pm on 29, 30 or 31 October. Three
People's Choice Awards will be presented on the Gallery's First Friday on 4
November.

Artful Dimensions is donating $10 from the purchase of each plate, plus 15% of the
sale price for each plate sold during The Square Plate Project Show to VMF.  For
artists displaying their plates for sale at the show, there is a 30% commission on sales;
however, plates do not have to be for sale to be included in the show display.

We have blank plates available at VMF - contact us if you wish to purchase one and
participate in this fundraising activity.

Joshua's Hands Fall Festival
VMF will be participating in this year's Fall
Festival in Waterford, Virginia on October 8th.
The work of Joshua's Hands is five fold - like the
fingers on your hand: Fall Festival (annual free
gift to the community), American Heritage
Education, Community Service, Teen Safe
Driving and Scholarships. Join the fun on
October 8th from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm.  The
Festival will include an old-fashioned Spelling
Bee, live entertainment, hayrides, crafts,
demonstrations, a petting farm, obstacle course
and so much more! Come share in the delight of
autumn - bring a friend and wear your jeans!



Manassas Veterans' Day Parade
VMF will again be a participant in the City of
Manassas' Annual Veterans Day Parade on
Saturday, November 12th at 11:00 am in Old
Town Manassas. Our parade participation will
include our own 'VMF Float', several of our
ADITs and Therapy dogs and volunteer
marchers. Mark this event on your calendar, and
come out to honor our Nation's Veterans.
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Update on Recent Events  

Marsh USA 9/11 Commemoration  
& Fundraising Event
Marsh & McLennan lost 358 colleagues and
consultants on 9/11 in the World Trade Center. 
In remembrance of these lost colleagues and
the 15th anniversary of 9/11, Marsh USA
conducted a Day of Giving in their local office on
9 September 2016 and designated VMF as the
recipient of the proceeds raised on this day.

Thank you Marsh USA and Lyn Sherlock for representing VMF!

Vienna Presbyterian Church (VPC) Annual Outreach Day
On Sunday, September 25th, VMF's Canine Team took part
in Vienna Presbyterian Church's Outreach Festival. The
Canine Team provided 30-minute sessions prior to each
Sunday service.  VPC is one of the great supporters of
VMF - providing many volunteers for VMF, rooms for our
volunteer and staff training and orientation sessions,
support and transportation for veterans during their
interview process, key members of our Dulles Center
'build-out team', and so much more. 

This was a terrific opportunity for VMF to give back to VPC,
as well as to showcase several of our ADITs. Thank you Michele Khol & Dutch, Donna
Dorula & Vincent and Mike Turner & Josh for supporting VPC, and thank you VPC
for all your support of VMF! 
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VMF is proud to have earned the GuideStar Exchange SGold Logo as a
symbol of our commitment to transparency and accountability. We
encourage you to visit our GuideStar profile.

WATCH OUR DOGS GROW ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Donate dog supplies on our Amazon Wish List.
Shop Amazon Smile to benefit Veterans Moving Forward, Inc.

Make a tax-deductible donation.

Veterans Moving Forward, 909 N. Washington Street, Suite 410, Alexandria, VA 22314

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}

Forward This Email to a Friend | Update Profile | About our service provider

Sent by admin@vetsfwd.org in collaboration with

Try it free today


