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Message from the President
As VMF expands its outreach to Veterans and Veteran Groups
across the United States, our need for Puppy Raisers continues
to increase. We are actively seeking new puppy raisers - in fact
we know breeders with puppies available for VMF selection and
adoption, but we need additional puppy raisers. Please see the
details behind puppy raising in the article below, and if you or
someone you know is interested in our puppy raising program, let
us hear from you!
Congratulations to Service Dogs Josh and Buckles who received
their annual Public Access Recertification this month!
Ken Dowd
President/CEO
Major General (R)
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VMF Needs Puppy Raisers!
Being a VMF Puppy Raiser.
If you are a dog lover, have an interest in puppy raising and have a flexible personal
schedule, this may be the perfect opportunity for you to change the life of a
veteran!
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Volunteer Puppy Raisers raise our service dogs for
approximately two years before the dog graduates and is
placed with a Veteran. Puppy Raisers will be the first to tell
you that the time, attention and love they give to these
future service dogs is incredibly rewarding and the
opportunity to make a significant impact on the life of the
veteran is extremely powerful.
When the puppy you raise has been placed with their
veteran it leaves a bit of an empty space in your heart, but
also pride in knowing you have done something very few
people can do. You have given a part of yourself to help
another person.
VMF's puppies, typically Labrador or Golden Retrievers, are obtained from selected
breeders at eight weeks of age and are placed in their puppy raiser's home at that time. 
Our highly motivated puppy raisers play a
significant role in the development and training
of our service dogs. Reviewing the key
components for successful puppy raising will
help you decide if this is a good match for you.
The specific responsibilities of a puppy raiser
are outlined below. It is important for you to
understand VMF's expectations. Completing
VMF's pre-puppy pre-placement classes and
conducting a few puppy-sits prior to becoming
a puppy raiser will give you a good sense of
what is involved.
A puppy raiser must be able and willing to follow these guidelines:

Provide a stable, safe, consistent and loving environment
Supervise the young puppy throughout the day
Teach the puppy manners and basic commands
Keep the puppy on a leash at all times unless in a securely fenced area
Closely monitor the puppy's progress and submit monthly reports
Attend weekly training classes at our Canine Training and Veteran Support Center
in Dulles, VA for the first 6 months then bi-monthly classes for the duration of your
puppy's raising period.
From 6 months to 24 months drop your puppy off every Wednesday at our Dulles
Center for training with our VMF training staff.
Provide the puppy with age-appropriate socialization opportunities (outings) that
build the puppy's skills and confidence

The first step in becoming a puppy raiser is to complete and submit the Puppy Raiser
Application. You will be contacted by VMF's raiser coordinator, who will schedule a
follow-up interview with you. The interview includes providing you information regarding
our training processes and style. You will also gain knowledge of the dedication required
to raise one of our future service dogs.
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Puppy Raiser
Nancy  
& Kirby 

Please note that Puppy raisers must be 18 years or older or have direct
parent support to apply for this important task. No prior puppy raising
experience is necessary.
New puppy raisers join our raisers, sitters and trainers on VMF's
extremely collaborative and supportive Canine team - effective puppy
raising for a service dog role is truly a team effort and VMF's is
one of the best! Advice, help and assistance are only a text message,
email or phone call away. VMF's Canine Team leaders are available
24/7 to assist, support and advise members of our Canine team.
Go to the VMF website to download the Puppy Raiser Application.
Back to the top

The Square Plate Project Fundraiser  
VMF is partnering with Artful Dimensions Gallery a
nonprofit gallery in Fredericksburg, Virginia whose
mission is to promote understanding and appreciation of
three-dimensional arts, in co-sponsoring The Square
Plate Project from August throughOctober. During this
time period experienced and novice artists and dog
lovers can purchase a blank square plate, take it
home and turn their plate into a unique works of art
- paint it, decorate it, add a collage, let your imagination
run wild.
Participants will have the option to feature their
masterpiece(s) in The Square Plate Project Show at Artful Dimensions Gallery on the
first and second of November. Just bring your completed plate(s) to the Gallery between
noon and 6 pm on October 29th, 30th and 31st. Three People's Choice Awards will be
presented on the Gallery's First Friday on November 4th.
Artful Dimensions will donate $10 from the purchase of
each plate, plus 15% of the sale price for each plate sold
during The Square Plate Project Show to VMF. For artists
displaying their plates for sale at the show, there is a 30%
commission on sales; however, plates do not have to be for
sale to be included in the show display.
Artful Dimensions and VMF conducted a fund-raiser kick-off and reception at the
Artful Dimensions Gallery in Fredericksburg on August 5th. Pictures below.
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Tangy & Napper with
guest performer. Beryl, Eagle and Dana

Jeanette & Mac

Mike & Josh, Curt, Michele
& Dutch

To purchase a plate and join the artistic fun, visit or contact VMF  or the Artful
Dimensions Gallery.
Back to the top

Volunteer Highlight 
Jeanette Townsend grew up in Vienna, Virginia and
received an MBA from Virginia Tech. She has been a
volunteer Puppy Raiser with VMF since 2013, first with
ADIT Storm who is now an active Service Dog, then ADIT
Cobey and now ADIT Mac.   
She lives in Herndon with her husband Michael and
spends weekends on Lake Holiday near Winchester. 
She has three young adult sons and enjoys running and
has completed seven marathons, 16 half marathons, and
seven triathlons.
Jeanette works full time as an IT project manager.
In addition to VMF, she volunteers with the USO, the
National Park Service and The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society.
She enjoys being a part of VMF and the opportunity to help our nation's veterans and
values the learning experience and camaraderie with fellow puppy raisers.
Her most asked question is, "isn't it hard to give up the dog?" Her usual response is that
from the very start it is expected that the dog is going to serve a veteran and fulfill a great
need. There are months of training and the whole time, the focus is on training the dog to
serve this important need.  While she misses the dog and is sad when having to say
"goodbye", Jeanette knows that the dog is going to make a very big difference in the life
of someone who has given all for our country. 
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VMF Selected as Honoree by People of Distinction Humanitarian
Foundation
The People of Distinction Humanitarian Foundation annually
presents its Humanitarian Award "Honoring Unsung Heroes Who
Uplift Our Human Family". This year VMF has been selected as one
of PDHA's 2016 Honorees and invited to participate in the
Honoree Award Reception and Dinner at the Rayburn House Office
Building in Washington, D.C. on September 13th.
Other 2016 honorees include Congressman Robb Wittman for his
sponsorship of the Protecting Adopted Children Act, B. Taylor for her work as the
Ambassador of Music and Entertainment for the Military, international mental health and
global autism expert Lynette Louise, Navy CAPT Dan Willis, cancer activist Lexie Shabel,
diversity instructor Justin Brown, Project Universe's Gene Saunders, Operation
Understanding DC, and Garrett Biss from the One Million Goal. 
Event information may be found, and tickets for the reception and dinner
purchased, at the PDHA website.
Back to the top 

Update on Recent Events  
Heroes on the River.
At the invitation of sponsor Adam Packham, VMF participated in this private,
invitation-only event for veterans with PTSD and their families on the scenic Shenandoah
River in Boyce, Virginia on July 31st. Dozens of veterans and their families attended this
family-oriented event that featured live music, kayaking on the Shenandoah, fishing off
the dock, games and activities, and a catered BBQ.
Representing VMF were Lyn Sherlock, Gail Tarlton, and Tangy Mooney & Napper who
spoke with several veterans interested in learning more about our service dog program.
Although this was not a fund-raising event, VMF received $1,815.00 in donations. 

National Purple Heart Day Ceremony at Mount Vernon.
At the invitation of VMF volunteer and Commander of the
Greater Washington, DC Chapter of the Military Order of the
Purple Heart, Gordon Sumner, VMF participated in the
National Purple Heart Day activities at Mount Vernon on
Sunday, August 7th.
Isabel Rubio, Lyn Sherlock, Kira Clark & Koda and Blake Myers manned VMF's
information table and interacted with numerous veterans, including Purple Heart
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Kira and Isabel 

awardees, and their families and visitors to Mount Vernon.

Back to the top

Save the Date
Cocktails with Canines
Saturday, November 5, 2016  
Crowne Plaza, Tysons Corner
1960 Chain Bridge Rd, McLean
Back to the top

VMF is proud to have earned the GuideStar Exchange SGold Logo as a
symbol of our commitment to transparency and accountability. We
encourage you to visit our GuideStar profile.

WATCH OUR DOGS GROW ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Donate dog supplies on our Amazon Wish List.
Shop Amazon Smile to benefit Veterans Moving Forward, Inc.
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Make a tax-deductible donation.

Veterans Moving Forward, 909 N. Washington Street, Suite 410, Alexandria, VA 22314
SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}

Forward This Email to a Friend | Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by admin@vetsfwd.org in collaboration with

Try it free today
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